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[Summary]
Fashion Illustration as a Social Technology
Masahito INOUE

Senior Lecturer, Mukogawa Women’s University

Setsu Nagasawa [1917-1999] is one of the fashion illustrators representing post-war Japan. He also
acted as a producer and fixer in the fashion world, achieving numerous outstanding results. He set
up “AFG,” a fashion group engaged in the presentation of clothes unique to Japan, which kept its
distance from Paris collections, and made a significant contribution to the launch of the fashion
magazine “an an” in 1970.

He also established a unique art school, which was originally launched as Nagasawa Setsu Fashion
[lustration School in 1954; its name was changed later to Setsu Mode Seminar. The school was
designed to teach how to draw fashion illustrations, not to teach dressmaking or fashion design.
This is a unique case in which an illustration school wrote an important page in the history of
Japanese fashion.

For Nagasawa, drawing fashion illustrations meant sketching or recording a new mode of life. He
considered fashion illustrations as a tool to describe the images, motions and presences of people of
the day in the illustration style of the time, rather than conveying the style of clothes, through
which he endeavored to establish his identity as a fashion illustrator. Fashion illustrations represent
a technique that expresses and conveys the aesthetics of the body of the time by means of the
sensitivity of the time. Setsu Mode Seminar taught this technique.

Nagasawa’s activities attracted significant attention when dressmaking enjoyed a surge of
popularity. Considering the fact that Setsu Mode Seminar survived even after the dressmaking
boom had cooled down, the art of fashion illustration should not be looked at only from the

perspective of dressmaking.
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